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star" general (zgdnlral tfarmde, the rank just below marshal). And
he was not a new-comer to statecraft, a mere under-secretary. He
was the Governor-General of Indo-Chma, the richest French
colony, the colony furthest from German power. Yet Catroux, one
of the best known French generals, was not able to bring over his
own colony or to shake the trust of the colonial officers and officials
in the Marshal's policy. Legentilhomme, Governor of Jibuti,
equally failed. And Jibuti remained loyal to Vichy, although follow-
ing on the British victories of the winter of 1940-1, it was entirely
surrounded by British territory, cut off from France and from all
other French colonies and, one may assume, particularly animated
by anti-Axis feelings, since Jibuti was the most obvious and certain
Italian gain from an Axis victory. Not only was Jibuti held for
Vichy for two and a half years (despite numerous desertions of
individuals and small groups), but even after the invasion of North
Africa and the volte-face of Darlan, it held out, and when it finally
gave in, its officers and men rallied to de Gaulle, not to Darlan or
Giraud. Once they took the decisive step, they took the rest. "Ce
n'est que le premier pas qui coute." And the first step of revolt
against the Marshal was a revolutionary step that involved others.
This was probably not realized by anybody in the early days of
the de Gaulle movement. Up to the catastrophe of Dakar (where,
as in North Africa in November 1942, over-optimistic estimates
had been made of the readiness of the local authorities to see reason)
the calculation may have been that once it was obvious that England
was not making peace, a sense of national honour and national
interest would lead to a series of local rejections of the armistice,
that the French Empire would re-enter the war which the event
showed it need not have quitted.
The calculation did not fail entirely. Very important territories
did join de Gaulle, territories important for their resources or for
their strategic position or both. French Equatorial Africa (so im-
portant as an air route as well as for its economic resources) was won
over by an able Negro governor, M. Felix Ebou6, though some
fighting was needed before it was made available to the anti-Axis
war effort. The very rich and very important island of New Cale-
donia rallied to the cause locally represented by Australia, despite
the temptation to follow the example of Admiral Decoux in Indo-
China or Admiral Robert in the West Indies. In the first case, New
Caledonia was saved from heinp- another hack-door to Taoanese